The Idea of Friendship in the Literary, Historical and Legal Works of Alfonso X of Castile (1252-1284) by Liuzzo Scorpo, Antonella
The Idea of Friendship 
in the Literary, Historical and Legal Works 
of Alfonso X of Castile (1252-1284)
Antonella Liuzzo Scorpo
The Idea of Friendship 
in the Literary, Historical and Legal Works 
of Alfonso X of Castile (1252-1284)
Submitted by Antonella Liuzzo Scorpo, to the University of Exeter as a thesis for the 
degree of Doctor of Philosophy in Hispanic Studies, March 2009. 
This thesis is available for Library use on the understanding that it is copyright material 
and that no quotation from the thesis may be published without proper acknowledgement. 
I certify that all material in this thesis which is not my own work has been identified and 
that no material has previously been submitted and approved for the award of a degree by 
this or any other University. 
 Antonella Liuzzo Scorpo......................................................................................... 
Abstract
This research project explores an area which had been touched only tangentially, being a 
comparative analysis of the idea and interpretations of friendship which emerge from the 
three vernacular collections attributed to the supervision of King Alfonso X of Castile 
(1252-1284): namely the Marian songs Cantigas de Santa María, the law code known as 
the  Siete  Partidas and  the  chronicle  Estoria  de  España.  These  sources  have  been 
examined by  adopting  a  thematic approach which has  highlighted  the  existence of 
categories such as spiritual, religious and political friendships, as well as other forms of 
amicable relationships, including those between representatives of  different  religious, 
ethnic and social groups. Additionally, this study demonstrates that there was a conscious 
adoption  of  a  specific lexicon of  amicitia which contributed  to  reinforce either  the 
opposition or the coincidence between friendship, companionship and counsellorship. 
Despite the undeniable inheritance of both classical eastern and western traditions, 
the works of the ‘Learned’ King present a peculiar idea of friendship which was deeply 
affected  by  contemporary historical  contingencies  and  by  the  political  and  cultural 
projects of a sovereign who wanted to be regarded as a friend of his people, without 
denying, however, the unbridgeable gap which existed between different social groups. 
Interestingly, even if the Alfonsine works display a complicated range of relationships 
which envisage clear differences, they still  outline a perfectly-balanced system within 
which the general and untouchable rules of friendship predominated, although in some 
cases  certain variants  were allowed in  order  to  adapt  such general  requirements  to 
contemporary social and political situations.
List of Contents
List of Abbreviations p. 8
List of Illustrations p. 9
Acknowledgements p. 10
Introduction p. 11
Chapter I
A Philosophical and Literary History of Friendship
§ 1. An Introduction p. 16
§ 2. Philosophical Interpretations of Friendship p. 17
§ 3. Friendships in Medieval Europe: Typologies and Enactments p. 27
§ 4. Friendship in Medieval Iberia p. 35
§ 5. Friendship in Pre-Alfonsine Literary Production p. 39
§ 6. Other Pre-Alfonsine Categorizations: An Overview p. 44
Chapter II
Friendship in the Works of Alfonso X of Castile
§ 1. Alfonso X: The King p. 52
§ 2. An Artist Among Artists: Alfonso X and his Scriptorium p. 56
§ 3. The Transfer of Knowledge: Translations and Original Works 
at the Court of Alfonso X p. 62
§ 4. The King Troubadour and his Poetic Labour p. 65
§ 5. The Creation of History p. 71
§ 6. Legislative Production p. 77
§ 7. The Siete Partidas p. 82
§ 8. A Legal and Moral Treatise: Friendship in Book IV of the 
Siete Partidas p. 85
§ 8.1 Law I ‘Qué cosa es amistad’ p. 86
§ 8.2 Law II ‘A qué tiene pro la amistad’:
Wealth and Age Parameters p. 87
§ 8. 3 Law III ‘Cómo se debe home aprovechar
del consejo del amigo, et qual debe seer escogido
para esto’: Proofs of Friensdhip p. 88
§ 8. 4 Law IV ‘Quantás maneras son de amistad’:
Recovery of, and Additions to, Aristotle’s Definitions
of Friendship p. 90
§ 8. 5 Law V ‘Cómo debe seer guardada la amistad
entre los amigos’: Loyalty, Good Faith and Equality p. 92
§ 8. 6 Law VI ‘Cómo el home debe amar á su amigo’:
Philosophic Diatribes and Exemplary Behaviours p. 93
§ 8. 7 Law VII ‘Por quáles rezones se desata
el amistad’: The End of Friendship p. 94
§ 9. An Interdisciplinary Alfonsine Perspective on Friendship p. 95
Chapter III
Spiritual Friendship: A Link Between the Secular 
and the Spiritual Worlds
§ 1. Definition and Interpretation p. 97
§ 2. Spiritual Friendship in European Perception: Two Examples p. 98
§ 3. The Miracle Stories: Saints and Marian Devotion
in Medieval Europe p. 102
§ 4. Iberian Devotion Reflected in Miracle Stories p. 106
Spiritual Friendship in the Production of Alfonso X of Castile
§ 5. Typologies of Spiritual Friendship p. 114
§ 6. God and Mankind: ‘Christianos de Dios Amigos’ p. 115
§ 7. The Holy Lady: Mother, Friend, Lover, Advisor and Intermediary p. 120
§ 7. 1 Connections Between the Virgin, the Celestial and
 Sacred Figures p. 120
§ 7. 2 Mary to God: Daughter, Mother and Friend p. 124
§ 7. 3 The Lady and Believers p. 127
§ 8. The Highest of the Virgin’s Believers: The King p. 132
Chapter IV
Religious Friendship
§ 1. Religious Friendship: A Definition p. 141
Friendships Within the Cloister
§ 2.  Monastic Charity and Personal Connections p. 142
§ 3. The Monastic Community: Unequal Relationships Between ‘Equals’ p. 147
Outside the Cloister: The Secular Clergy
§ 4. Ecclesiastical Hierarchy and Related Bonds p. 151
The Church and the Wider World
§ 5. Clergymen and Believers: Roles, Positions and Attitudes p. 156
§ 6. Religious and Secular Systems: Between Friendly and
Vassalatic Bonds p. 161
§ 7.  A Case of Religious-Political Friendship: The Military Orders p. 164
§ 8. Beyond Literature and Written Records: Relationships
Between Alfonso X and the Military Orders p. 168
Chapter V
Political Friendship I
§ 1. Ancient and Modern Interpretations p. 172
§ 2. Definition and Typologies According to the Alfonsine Works p. 173
§ 3. Rules of Political Friendship: Loyalty and Betrayal p. 181
§ 3. 1. Pragmatic and Moral Motivations Leading to Political
 Friendships p. 184
§ 3. 2. The Inheritance of Friendship and Enmity p. 186
§ 3. 3 Gestures, Rituals and the Symbolic Value of Marriage p. 188
§ 4. The King as a Friend and the Friends of the King p. 192
Chapter VI
Political Friendship II
§ 1. Friendships With Believers of a Different Faith p. 203
§ 2. Political Alliances Stipulated Against People of Different Beliefs p. 211
§ 3. Unequal Friendships: The Case of Vassalatic Relationships p. 215
§ 4. An Emblematic Case of Political and Personal Friendships: 
El Cid of the EE p. 222
§ 5. The End of Friendship p. 237
Chapter VII
‘Other’ Friends and Friendships
§ 1. Unconventional Relationships: Typologies and Parties Involved p. 241
‘Other’ Friends
§ 2. Muslim, Jews and Christians: What Kind of Friendship 
Was Possible? p. 242
§ 3. Jewish Stereotypes and Their Individual Values: 
The Anti-Model of Friendship p. 246
§ 4. Relationships With and Between Muslim Subjects:
Areas of Integration and Segregation p. 250
§ 5. The Case of the Heretics and Other Considerations p. 256
§ 6.  Amistad, Sex and Gender: Parallelism and Dissimilarities p. 259
§ 7. Male-Female Connections: The Law, the Literature and the Facts p. 262
§ 8. Friendships Between Women p. 271
§ 9. Friendship and Sexual Relationships: A Question of Lexicon p. 273
‘Other’ Friendships
§ 10. The Case of Tutors p. 279
§ 11. Companionship and Friendship: Lexical Similarities
and Practical Differences p. 282
Conclusions p. 288
Bibliography p. 292
List of Abbreviations
AHDE Anuario de Historia del Derecho Español, Madrid
CSM Cantigas de Santa María
EE Estoria de España 
GE General Estoria
PCG Primera Crónica General de España
PMC Poema de Mio Cid
PMLA Publications of the Modern Language Association of America, Baltimore
SP Siete Partidas
English translations of the Cantigas de Santa María have been taken from the Songs of 
Holy Mary of Alfonso X, the Wise: A Translation of the Cantigas de Santa María, edited 
by Kathleen Kulp-Hill, and of the Siete Partidas from the translation by Samuel Parsons 
Scott, edited by Robert I. Burns. Unless otherwise stated, all other translations, and in 
particular  those  taken from the  Estoria  de España,  are  my own. Additionally,  some 
editorial corrections have been made when and where it has been considered appropriate.
List of Illustrations
Panels illustrating CSM 181 p. 113
Acknowledgements
I would like to express my gratitude and appreciation to Professor Simon Barton, for 
guiding, advising and encouraging me throughout these years of research and study, 
supporting me  as  an  excellent  supervisor  and  as  a  living  example of  friend and 
counsellor, just like the models that I have discussed in my thesis. 
I would also like to thank my family, my parents Salvatore and Marianna, my 
sisters Federica and Marinella, my grandmother Rosina and all those who have believed 
in me and encouraged me to do my best in order to achieve this goal. I am forever 
indebted to Salvo, without whom this research project would not have seen the light of 
the day. I am deeply grateful to him for having reminded me constantly to look beyond 
the hardships of every single  moment and to believe in  the power of passion and 
dreams.
A special thanks goes to Dr Luciano Parisi and Dr Fernando Luís Corral for 
their academic and personal support,  and for their  encouragement throughout  these 
years. I would also like to thank my dear friend Andy, who was present for most of my 
papers, who has read my entire thesis and listened to my complaints and rigmaroles. 
Last but not least, my thanks goes to Abi, Dani, Victoria, Cecile, Katharina, Alex, Sara, 
Ciccio, Walter, Laetitia, Aldo, Nico, Rosa and all my friends. I am grateful to those who 
have tolerated me while I was talking of Alfonso X as a real companion of my life, and 
to all those who have been at my side with all their kindness and affection even if they 
are far away.
